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Copy Date 

Copy date is the first day of the month preceding publication 

All copy and advertisements to reach the editor in good time 

Your classified ads, photographs and news are most welcome 

 

Classified Advertising Rates 
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Prices include vat at the current rate and includes free entry on the BGS website.  

Adverts  must be sent to the BGS Secretary by the 1st of the month prior to publication.  

For information on other adverts please contact the Secretary at the BGS Office. 

 

CAE Testing 
TTTo obtain the cheapest rates, you should find out from your vet how much it will be to test blood 

samples locally or alternatively instruct your vet to send blood samples to: SAC Veterinary  

Services, Veterinary Centre, Drummonhill, Stratherick Road,  

Inverness IV2 4JZ 

 

Front Cover Picture 

January Sunshine for Shanvern Dairy Goats. Photo Debbie Vernon 

 

The BGS Monthly Journal (ISSN 2044-7426) is published by the British Goat Society and is 

available to most classes of members, otherwise it is available for an annual subscription of 

£20.00 or £2.00 per single copy. There are usually 11 issues per year. 
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T hese will be the final notes that I write as Chairman of the British Goat Society. It seems 

incredible to me that ten years have passed by since I became your Chairman in 2002. 
 

On the whole it has been an enjoyable experience. Goodness knows how many miles I have trav-

elled during this time or how many meetings I have attended. 
 

I became Chairman following the horrendous 2001 foot and mouth outbreak. It was a torrid time 

for us all – particularly those who lost stock or lived in areas where there were outbreaks. My 

heart went out to every livestock owner. Inevitably, the British Goat Society suffered through a 

dramatic fall in income and in membership. Fewer goat keepers resulted in fewer registrations 

and transfers of ownership. Siren voices forecast the certain demise of the British Goat Society 

“within 5 years”. 
 

I have always been conscious of the possibilities of self fulfilling prophecies and these forecasts 

served only to redouble my resolve to ensure the British Goat Society recovered and began to 

look forward once again. 
 

Of course, other obstacles were cast in our way with outbreaks of Johnnes Disease, TB and Blue 

Tongue. It almost seemed that Mother Nature herself was against us! However, goat keepers are 

made of stern stuff and it would appear that it was not just the goats who are obstinate, but goat 

keepers too! Over time the Society would begin to see a small but significant improvement in its 

fortunes. 
 

A change in Secretary and the relocation of the BGS office from Devon to Northumberland pre-

sented yet more challenges, together with the decision to purchase the Grassroots System for 

registrations. 
 

Now here in 2012 we find ourselves with a much improved financial situation and a steady in-

crease in the number of new members joining the Society. In addition, we shall shortly be the 

recipient of a substantial legacy which should ensure a more secure future for the Society. 
 

I decided when I first became Chairman of the Society that I would serve a maximum of ten 

years if my colleagues on the Committee wished me to. I neither wish to get fed up with the role 

nor sicken others by outstaying my welcome – hence my decision. 
 

I would like to thank the membership of the British Goat Society for their support and encour-

agement over the years and I shall never forget the letters of encouragement I received when I 

first became Chairman. I would like to thank the various members of the Committee who served 

whilst I have been Chairman. I would also record my grateful thanks to all of those Affiliated 

Societies who hosted Autumn Conferences, AGM’s and Affiliated Societies Conferences and, of 

course, the five Consultation Meetings we held. I would also record my grateful thanks to Sue 

Knowles and to Jane Wilson for all of their hard work as Secretary and to Sue Daniels who acted 

as an Assistant to Sue Knowles for many years. 
 

I wish the dear old British Goat Society well in the years ahead and I shall always take a great 

interest in all that it does. On a very personal note, I would also thank everyone who 

sent condolences on the recent death of my Mother. 
 

Richard Wood 

Chairman 

CCHAIRMANHAIRMAN’’SS  NNOTESOTES  



British Goat Society Monthly Journal February/March 2012 

34  

Dear Members, 

Details of the EGM, AGM and the Affiliated Societies Conference are listed above and 

I look forward to seeing many of you there. 
 

Thank you to those that continue to renew your subscription for 2012 and to let you 

know that reminders will be going out shortly to those of you who have not yet re-

newed. If you have any queries regarding your subscription please contact the office. If 

you pay by Bankers Order (Standing Order) please check your bank statements for 

payment details. 
 

Could you ensure that all kids to be registered are correctly indentified before registra-

tion applications are sent to the office and that their ear tag number appears on the 

form. When selling goats please pass on the registration card or a photocopy if you are 

paying for the transfer. If you are not paying for the transfer do give the new owner the 

signed and dated transfer of ownership form. Following this process is a great help to 

people who are new to goatkeeping. 
 

Schmallenberg Virus Page 45. Nick Clayton MRCVS BGS Health & Welfare Officer 

has written an article on this virus with information as of 26th February.  

Please keep your self up to date using the Farming press and the DEFRA website: 

www.defra.gov.uk/ahvla/tag/schmallenberg/ 

Best Wishes  

Jane 

NNOTICEOTICE  ISIS  HEREBYHEREBY  GIVENGIVEN  THATTHAT  ONON  SSATURDAYATURDAY  1414THTH  AAPRILPRIL  20122012  

AATT  DDURHAMURHAM  CCOUNTYOUNTY  HHALLALL, D, DURHAMURHAM  CCITYITY  DH1 5ULDH1 5UL  
  

AATT  1111AMAM  AANN  EGM EGM TOTO  RRECEIVEECEIVE  NNOMINATIONSOMINATIONS  FFOROR  A A   

CCUSTODIANUSTODIAN  TTRUSTEERUSTEE, F, FOLLOWINGOLLOWING  THETHE  DDEATHEATH  OFOF  MMRR  V TV THORNLEYHORNLEY    
  

AATT  11.1511.15AMAM  TTHEHE  AANNUALNNUAL  GGENERALENERAL  MMEETINGEETING  OFOF  THETHE    

MMEMBERSEMBERS  OFOF  THETHE  BBRITISHRITISH  GGOATOAT  SSOCIETYOCIETY    
  

AATT  1.301.30PMPM  AAFFILIATEDFFILIATED  SSOCIETIESOCIETIES  CCONFERENCEONFERENCE  
  

AARRIVALRRIVAL  10.3010.30AMAM  WITHWITH  TEATEA  ANDAND  COFFEECOFFEE  

LLUNCHUNCH12.3012.30PMPM    

3.003.00PMPM  TTEAEA//COFFEECOFFEE  & & DEPARTDEPART  
  

LLUNCHUNCH  PLUSPLUS  TEASTEAS  & & COFFEESCOFFEES  £14.00 £14.00 MUSTMUST  BEBE  BOOKEDBOOKED  & & PAIDPAID  FORFOR  ..  

TTEAEA  & C& COFFEEOFFEE  ONLYONLY  £4.00£4.00  
  

EEASYASY  ACCESSACCESS  TOTO  DDURHAMURHAM  CCITYITY  FROMFROM  ROADROAD  ANDAND  RAILRAIL. A. AMPLEMPLE  PARKINGPARKING..  

IIFF  YOUYOU  HAVEHAVE  ANYANY  QUERIESQUERIES  PLEASEPLEASE  RINGRING  01434 240 86601434 240 866  

SSECRETARYECRETARY’’SS  NNOTESOTES  
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NNEWEW  MMEMBERSEMBERS  

We would like to extend a warm welcome to new members who are: 

PPETERETER  CCOXOX——WWEBEB  MMANAGERANAGER  EEXTRAORDINAIREXTRAORDINAIRE  

Miss Wilcock, Yorkshire; 

Mrs Bowden, Australia; 

Mr Platt & Mr Entwistle, Lancashire; 

Mr & Mrs Pickett, Hampshire; 

Mrs McNally, Kent; 

Ms Ryan-Purcell, Co. Cork; 

Miss Ward & Mr Williamson, Yorkshire 

Miss Milner, Kent; 

Mr Cutmore, Shropshire 

Dr. Lyon, Yorkshire; 

Ms Rogers, Powys; 

Mrs Lawson, Shropshire 

Mrs Gasson, East Sussex 

Ms Squires, Gloucestershire 

Mrs Robertson, Angus; 

Mrs Whelan, Suffolk; 

Ms Platt, Lancashire; 

Mrs Mailey, Suffolk; 

Mr & Mrs Marshall, Somerset; 

Trotters World of Animals, Cumbria  

P eter Cox informed the Committee of the British Goat Society at their meeting on 

4th February 2012 that he would be retiring as Web Manager of the British Goat 

Society web sites www.allgoats.com and www.allgoats.org.uk  when he completes the 

final year of his current term, on the BGS Committee in April. 
 

The whole Society owes Peter a huge debt of gratitude for all of his tireless work in 

establishing the two web sites and managing them over the years. We also owe Peter’s 

long suffering wife, Janet, a big thank you for putting up with all of the hours Peter 

must have put into his role as Web Manager. 
 

The main web site www.allgoats.com was established in 1998 and now regularly at-

tracts over 35,000 visitors from all over the World. A second site www.allgoats.org.uk 

was established during the 2001 foot and mouth outbreak in order to disseminate infor-

mation to members in the fastest possible way. It developed into the current news site 

and now regularly attracts in excess of 36,000 visitors each year and has become an 

essential element in communicating with the membership. 

The most successful and useful web sites evolve and develop over time to meet the 

current needs of an organisation. Peter has enabled this to happen and introduced a 

facility to publish show results in a pdf format for downloading. Recently, our Secre-

tary has been able to have a page to issue notices to fill in the gaps between Monthly 

Journals. There is a section to display photographs of show winning dairy goats too.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Peter on behalf of all members, and in-

deed, all goat keepers from around the World for providing the British Goat Society 

with a means to promote all that is best in goat keeping in the United Kingdom.  

 

Richard Wood 

Chairman 

http://www.allgoats.com/
http://www.allgoats.org.uk/
http://www.allgoats.com/
http://www.allgoats.org.uk/
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F or those of you who don’t know us, 

we are a small pedigree commercial 

herd based on the North Kent Downs.  

Our herd name is Shanvern, but we are 

better known as Ellie’s Dairy.  We pro-

duce and sell unpasteurised milk and a 

range of cheeses, as well as kid meat in 

season. 
 

January 2012 
 

1st Jan,  Happy New Year!  A quiet start 

to the year – didn’t make it beyond 9.30 

last night.  Must be getting old .  Or bor-

ing.  Or possibly both!  Spent a few 

hours bottling raw milk and stacking it 

into our freezers ready for delivery to our 

wholesaler later in the week then spent 

the rest of the day doing the VAT return 

in an effort to get some money back off 

the taxman! 
 

2nd Jan,  Cheesemaking today.  The milk 

is starting to drop off dramatically as 

many of the goats are drying off ready 

for kidding so only about 200 litres to 

work with today.  We have almost 100 

milkers but only putting about 75 

through the parlour at the moment with 

more disappearing every day.   
 

3rd Jan,  Sorted out milk for mail order 

customers and then braved the elements 

to deliver our frozen milk to our whole-

saler in Sussex.  Gale force winds, tor-

rential rain, flooding and trees down all 

over the place but made it there with only 

one smashed wing mirror to show for it!  

Goats stayed firmly indoors today and 

were not impressed with the rain lashing 

against the side of the barn.  Nice and 

cosy for them though – just the humans 

who get soaked to the skin.   

Polly limping badly on one of her front 

feet tonight.  Looking rather pathetic, she 

limped over and dangled her foot in the 

air as if she wanted someone to take a 

look at it.  Seems to be nothing visibly 

wrong with it, apart from a small piece of 

hoof missing on the inside.  Probably 

scraped it on a flint or something and it’s 

just a bit sore.  She’s a bit of a drama 

queen though so it was quite a perform-

ance getting her through the parlour at 

milking time.  Strangely enough, in true 

goat fashion, the leg seemed to recover 

quite well as she spotted a dish full of 

food. 
 

5th Jan,  Morgana, one of the female 

kids, looked very poorly tonight.  

Brought her back into the main barn and 

strawed up a little pen for her.  Looks 

like she is drunk and can’t focus or bal-

ance.  Could be a number of things so 

dosed her up with B vitamins, antibiotic 

and anti-inflammatory in the hope that 

we will still have her in the morning. 
 

6th Jan,  Morgana still with us but show-

ing no improvement – having problems 

eating and we are having to drench her as 

she can’t coordinate drinking by herself.  

Vet called in to take a look at her.  Like 

us, not convinced that it is CCN or liste-

riosis but something else.  Gave her ster-

oids and more antibiotics.  Lots of TLC 

required. 
 

7th Jan,  Wye Farmers Market went OK 

– bit cold but lots of regular customers 

buying milk and cheese.  Morgana look-

ing a little better but still a long way to 

go. 
 

11th Jan,  Four little male kids down to 
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enough, hay seed stuck underneath.  Got 

it out and put some ointment in.  Hope-

fully it will be much more comfortable 

now for her.  Spent some time chopping 

large box of fruit from one of my farm 

shops – goats loved it for their tea to-

night! 
 

18th Jan,  Busy cheesemaking day.  Mak-

ing cow’s brie/camembert for another 

cheesemaker and starting off one of our 

own lactic cheeses in the vat.  Have to 

leave it overnight to do its stuff and then 

scoop it into muslin bags for draining 

tomorrow afternoon. 
 

19th Jan,  Morgana looking much better.  

Finished course of antibiotics a couple of 

days ago so we decided to move her back 

in with the other kids.  Bit of fighting 

going on when she went back but was 

sure they would settle down.  However, 

when I checked on them later in the day, 

she was not looking as perky as she had 

been and looked like she may be starting 

to wobble again.  Brought her back out 

into her own pen again. 
 

20th Jan, Morgana going downhill rap-

idly.  Spoke with vet and dosed her up 

again.  He thinks it may be some kind of 

focal abscess on the brain because of the 

way it is reacting to the antibiotic.  Poor 

little girlie.  Lots of cuddles and attention 

required!  Managed to get milking and 

goats done in reasonable time tonight – 

the bonus of drying a lot of them off – so 

called into local pub for drinkie at the 

end of our milk delivery round.  Met up 

with some friends we hadn’t seen for a 

while, so that was nice to catch up on all 

the news. 

the butcher first thing this morning.  Poor 

little chaps.  Still, at least they have had 

happy little lives and will be well appre-

ciated by our customers.  Nice sunny day 

and goaties all out in the field which is 

nice to see in January! 
 

12th Jan,  Chaos in the barn!  David did 

some welding on the gates at the week-

end but seems that it wasn’t enough.  

Milkers managed to break gate and eve-

ryone escaped into the barn.  Utter chaos.  

But at least they all had fun.  And lots of 

hay.  And lots of lucerne.  Hopefully 

noone will need feeding tonight.  Mor-

gana was a bit scared by all the big goats 

running up to her pen and stealing her 

hay but at least she is up and about and 

looking a bit more normal.  Very shaky 

on those little legs though. 
 

14th Jan,  Very early start – up to Bal-

ham Farmers Market in south London.  

Bit quiet but it is January.  All the regu-

lars turned up though so I didn’t come 

home with much – always a good thing! 

Some of those pregnant girls are getting 

exceedingly large now .. won’t be long 

before Flora refuses to get up at all.  Usu-

ally, during her final few weeks she pre-

fers just to blob under a hay rack and has 

to be hauled to her feet.   Poor fat Flora. 
 

17th Jan,  Beautiful sunny day again.  

Can’t believe that this weather will last 

much longer.  Most of the goats ventured 

outside to nibble at the grass and enjoy 

the sunshine.  Goblin looked like she had 

a sore eye tonight but couldn’t see any-

thing obvious (even with my specs on!).  

Had to put some anaesthetic drops in so 

we could lift the third eyelid – sure 



British Goat Society Monthly Journal February/March 2012 

38  

THE TACK ROOM 
LIVESTOCK SHOWING AND HANDLING EQUIPMENT 

Goat Show Coats, Made to measure in quality cotton 

drill. 

Choice of colours. 

Kid Coats, Polar fleece lined cotton drill. 

Head collars, 

8 colours, guaranteed fit. 

Collars, 

Quick release or buckle, 8 colours, various sizes. 

Turn-out Coats, 

Waterproof and warm. Ideal for angoras. 

 

For details of colours, measurements etc. of these and other products please visit our 

website or request a catalogue. Mail order service available, personal callers welcome by 

appointment. 

THE TACK ROOM 

Llugwy Farm 

Llanbister Road 

Powys LD1 5UT 

Tel: 01547 550641 info@llugwy-farm.co.uk www.llugwy-farm.co.uk 

Shanvern Perdita 

 

 



British Goat Society Monthly Journal February/March 2012 

39  

SHANVERN HERD DIARY SHANVERN HERD DIARY CONT’DCONT’D  

separate for a while until we are certain 

problem is solved.  Looks like it’s going 

to be a long haul for her but she is happy 

and trotting about.  We let her out when-

ever we are in the barn and she follows 

us around like a little dog!   
 

25th Jan,  Loaded Norville into trailer 

and took him off to the vet to have his 

horns taken off.  He is one of our stud 

boys and was disbudded at a few days 

old.  Like most males, his horns have 

grown back a bit but he has an odd head 

shape which means that if the horns don’t 

break off, they start to grow backwards 

and press onto his head.  Have noticed 

recently that he is spending a lot of time 

rubbing his head against things so I 

reckon they are starting to get uncomfort-

able.  Peter didn’t knock him out com-

pletely but gave him a strong sedative 

which allowed him to get the horns off 

with a wire and cauterise the bleeding.  

Poor Norville!  Took a little while to 

come round and still looked dopey when 

he got back to the farm so gave him his 

own pen away from the other big males – 

he lay down and went straight to sleep! 
 

26th Jan, Put Norville back in with the 

other boys and they all seemed pleased to 

see him.  No fighting like I was expect-

ing!  Haven’t seen him rubbing his head 

yet so think the operation has made him 

much more comfortable.  Off to Sussex 

again with wholesale delivery.  And a 

hairdo for me (my only indulgence every 

few weeks!) 
 

28/29th Jan,  Busy weekend for London 

markets.  Wimbledon and Parson’s 

Green.  Both freezing cold but really 

21st Jan  Wye Farmers Market again.  

Took extra milk along for our soapmaker 

so that she can get some more batches 

under way for us.  Poor David gets the 

short straw every Saturday as I have mar-

kets every single Saturday of the year.  I 

get up especially early to get kids and 

males fed and hayed and watered so that 

he can just concentrate on getting the 

milkers done, otherwise he would be 

there all morning sorting everyone out.  

At least Wye is local so it’s not the des-

perately early start.  One of my custom-

ers brought me some kefir grains along to 

try.  Lots of our customers make it with 

our raw milk so I thought it was about 

time I had a go at it myself. 
 

22nd Jan,  Trip to Bethersden to visit 

Chris & Hilary Breakell to pick up a load 

of hay.  We use over 8000 bales a year 

and didn’t have a good crop from a cou-

ple of our fields, so need to buy more in 

while it is still available.  Chris makes 

lovely hay and it’s a good excuse to 

check out Hilary’s pygmy goats.  Marsh-

view Pygmies are some of the top show 

goats in the country and have started kid-

ding already.  Having never seen a 

pygmy kid before, I was delighted to see 

how tiny they are.  Beautiful little crea-

tures. 
 

23rd Jan,  Another early morning visit to 

the butcher for little chaps.  Only four 

left to go now – they are the youngest 

and still need to put on a bit of weight so 

they have a stay of execution for a short 

while.  Need to get them out of the way 

before we start kidding again at the end 

of Feb though. Morgana looking much 

better today but feel we should keep her 
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good.  Made it a very long and tiring 

weekend though.  Always feel guilty 

leaving David doing the milking but it’s 

no good producing the stuff if you don’t 

sell it! 
 

Got home Sunday evening to find goats 

had trashed the milking parlour sometime 

during the afternoon.  Someone had man-

aged to open the ‘goat proof’ gate lead-

ing from the barn to the parlour and they 

had all gone in search of food and adven-

ture.  Last thing I needed at the end of a 

long weekend was to spend a couple of 

hours clearing up before we could even 

start milking.  Hey ho .. Never a dull 

moment with goats.  I’m sure you don’t 

get as much trouble with sheep.  Or cam-

els.  Think I might take up a more lei-

surely business in my next life.  like bas-

ket weaving or jam making.  
 

31st Jan  End of our financial year so 

have to do a stock take (goats, cows, bot-

tles, cheese etc etc) .. Got all the dairy 

bills done and sent out as well.  Always a 

bit thin though this time of year as the 

milk drops. 

Morgana is doing well and I think she 

will make it – just need to keep a close 

eye on her for a while yet before we can 

move her back in with the other kids.  

She is perfectly happy in her little house 

– she is right next to the male kids who 

are the same age and she enjoys running 

around the barn with us.  Even follows 

David into the parlour and trots about 

while he is doing the milking.  Fingers 

crossed that she will be fine.  Only 4 

weeks to go until kidding! 
 

Debbie Vernon 

The BBC’s series Horizon  

Playing God  

included Spider Goats in its pro-

gramme on 17th January 

A Canadian company claims to be on 

the verge of producing unlimited quanti-

ties of spider silk in goats milk.  

 

The goat produces spiders web protein 

in the milk. The silk milk will be used to 

produce a web like material called 

biosteel. 

 

Spiders silk is recognised as one of the 

toughest fibres known to man. 

 
Use the links below for more information 

and clips of the programme. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/

tech/889951.stm 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/

b01b45zh/

Horizon_20112012_Playing_God/ 

 

ALSO 

To see what can be done with spider silk 

look up the Golden Orb Spider Cloak  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/

newsid_9674000/9674949.stm 
 

The cloak is on display at the Victoria 

and Albert Museum, London until early 

June. 

Goats In the NewsGoats In the News  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/889951.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/889951.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01b45zh/Horizon_20112012_Playing_God/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01b45zh/Horizon_20112012_Playing_God/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01b45zh/Horizon_20112012_Playing_God/
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BGS MerchandiseBGS Merchandise  

Top left: Clothing available from  KMK Productions. 

Top right: BGS Badges.  

Above left: T-towels. Above right Breeds of Goats poster. 
Left: History of the BGS 

Clothing comes with the BGS logo embroidered as standard. Your own herd name can be printed on the front and/or back of 

the clothing. Available are T-shirts, Polo shirts, Rugby shirts, Hoodie, Fleece, Mug, Mouse Mat.  

Catalogue & order form available from the office. Direct link shortly from the BGS website. 

Badge price (including P&P) £3.95 each (10 or more £3.50 each to affiliated societies/clubs, plus postage cost) 

Tea towel price (including p&p) £5.00 each (10 or more £4.50 each to Affiliated Societies/ clubs, plus postage cost).  

Colours either racing green or copper brown.  

Poster (A2 420mm x 594 mm) £7.50 including postage; History of the BGS £7.00 including postage  

Contact the BGS Office for all the items above. 
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WWESTMORLANDESTMORLAND  SSHOWHOW  20112011  

Nova Brodie with Maybourne Tilly CM & BIS 

Photos courtesy of Rachel Norman. 
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Westmorland Show 2011Westmorland Show 2011  

Above left: Goatlings Biblin Zinnia & Treval Enya, Above right: Poundroll Amy 1st T/BT goatling & Res overall goatling 

Below: Judge Gill Wharmby inspecting Sharon Poundford’s Poundroll Ash. 

Photos courtesy of Rachel Norman 
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A  Chinese farmer is claiming that a goat-riding monkey keeps sneaking onto his 

land to steal his vegetables. 

 

Ye Shu, of Donguan, Guangdong Province, says the animals are owned by a 

neighbouring circus. He claims the pair sneak into his field nearly every day, eat a lot 

of vegetables and damage many others. "This has been going on for two weeks since 

the acrobatic troupe was first stationed here," he complained. 

He says the clever monkey first stands on the goat's back to make sure the coast is clear 

before launching his raids. "If the monkey sees that nobody is working in the field, he 

rides in on the goat and they start eating and causing trouble." 

 

A circus spokesman admitted there was nobody to keep an eye on the animals after 

they had finished their part of the performance. 

"We have compensated Ye Shu, and we are sorry for our neglect," said Wu Jun, the 

troupe leader. Wu said he was now recruiting more animal keepers to prevent the pair 

from getting out of hand again. 

 
First published on the Orange news website 

 

Goat Riding Monkey in the News 
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SBV UPDATE Feb 26th 2012: SBV has now been found in 14 UK Counties. 

Please read the farming press and if you have internet access keep up to date using 

the DEFRA website :  www.defra.gov.uk/ahvla/tag/schmallenberg/ 
 

The article has been kindly submitted by Nick Clayton MRCVS 

BGS Health & Welfare Officer. 
 

F or the record, the international score is currently as follows. For the sake of consis-

tency, only premises with confirmed cases of SBV in calves, lambs, and kids, are 

included. The table is of PREMISES infected, not of total cases involved. 

 
What we do not know as yet is HOW MANY animals are being infected on the  

affected farms, and indeed we shall not know that until the lambing, kidding and spring 

calving seasons have finished. Estimates from Europe currently run from just one ani-

mal to 50%, but whether that is 50% of 10 animals or 2000 is not stated. 
 

This is a new virus, and it must be stressed that we cannot be sure how it will behave. 
 

It is ASSUMED that this virus is midge borne, BUT there COULD be other methods of 

transmission 
 

VACCINATION is not currently possible. It takes a while to develop and test these 

things. The likelihood of a vaccine becoming available during 2012 is extremely low. 

There is a possibility of vaccines becoming available during 2013, but we cannot possi-

bly bank on it!! 
 

THE RISK TO HUMAN HEALTH is still considered to be minimal if any, but any 

ladies who are pregnant are advised in any case to avoid lambing/kidding/calving ani-

mals for other reasons. 
 

The biggest unknown is probably that of how many spring calving cows might be in-

fected, either in the UK or elsewhere. That could be difficult to estimate with any real 

accuracy even in retrospect as it seems likely that calves infected early in pregnancy, 

                   Sheep            Cattle               Goats                  Total 
UK                 69                  5                      0                       74 

Holland          97                16                      5                     118 

Germany       653                47                    37                    737 

Belgium       135                29                      1                    165 

France          265                  8                      4                    277 

Italy                1                    0                      0                        1 

Luxembourg    1                   0                     0                          1 

Total              1221            105                  47                     1373 

SSCHMALLENBERGCHMALLENBERG  VVIRUSIRUS  
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Stoneleigh ParkStoneleigh Park  

OOFFICIALLYFFICIALLY  RRECORDEDECORDED  YYIELDSIELDS  CONTCONT’’DD  SSCHMALLENBERGCHMALLENBERG  VVIRUSIRUS  CONTCONT’’DD  

could be born deformed, but by the time they are born, the infection would be undetect-

able in the calf. A blood test on the dam would be helpful, but is still not yet available 
 

The biggest speculation is over what might happen this time NEXT year. That is some-

thing we can only speculate over.  It depends entirely on whether there is spread other 

than by insect vectors, whether the vectors are able to carry virus overwinter at our 

latitudes, and whether indeed virus can survive in infected animals of any sort from one 

year to the next. 
 

The nearest comparable virus is Akabane Virus, which is very closely related to SBV 

and which seems to move forward in fronts as it were. When a “new” area becomes 

infected, it causes mass abortions, but once it has passed through, animals seem to de-

velop immunity to it through natural infection, and abortions drop to low numbers. 
 

SBV is therefore not necessarily going to be an overall catastrophe, which the Sunday 

Telegraph headlines as being the farmers’ collective concern, but that is MY personal 

view. However, as the Sunday Telegraph points out, if you are a farmer struggling with 

cash flow, and you lose say 30% of your calves, lambs, or indeed kids, then you could 

be pushed over the financial edge. That I think was good and balanced reporting. 
 

There are many good scientists “On the case”. The rest of us can only wait and see!. 

 

Nick Clayton. 

L ooking for somewhere special to hold your show or event?  Well look no further.  

Stoneleigh Park, set in unique surroundings in the Warwickshire countryside of-

fers a one stop solution for your event needs.  With over 21,000 square metres of in-

door exhibition and conference facilities, 800 acres of outdoor space and 250 acres of 

showground, we’re one of the most flexible event venues in the UK. Stoneleigh Park is 

already home to a wide variety of events, including The Short Haired Cat Show, The 

Alpaca Show and The National Poultry Show. 
 

Stoneleigh Park is easily accessible by road and rail from Birmingham, Warwick, Cov-

entry, Leamington Spa and Stratford Upon Avon and benefits from unlimited free park-

ing plus an on-site AA 4-star guest house accommodation. 
 

Our highly skilled, dedicated in-house events team have all the skills to ensure your 

event runs  and smoothly from start to finish.  At Stoneleigh Park we ensure that your 

event planning and delivery has never been easier. 
 

For bookings and enquiries please visit www.stoneleighpark.com or contact a member 

of our Sales Team on 02476 858274. 

http://www.stoneleighpark.com
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AATS  
Ardross  

Animal  

Transport  

Services 

 

 All animal transport movements including Pets to Vets, 

To Shows, and any premises for whatever reason.  

A friendly, caring service with over 30yrs of animal 

keeping inc. dogs, horses, cats and Dairy Goats. 

All types of animals catered for with exception of large 

horses. Whatever shape or size. Van and or Trailer  

service provided 24hr service whatever you or your  

animals need within the United Kingdom 

Competitive rates Call Gordon for a quotation 

Tel: 01491 681619  

Mob: 07768 360331 

Email: ardross@live.co.uk  

SVS approved & City 

&Guild Qualified 
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The latest addition to the Grassroots System is the electronic Service  

Certificate Programme. This addition allows the owners of stud goats to notify the BGS 

Office electronically of the service of a female. 
 

To notify the Society of a Service, the owner of the Sire needs to: 
 

 Logon on to Grassroots through the BGS website "Members Online" using your 

membership number and password 

 Go to the “Manage your Herd” menu 

 Select ‘Service Certificates’ 

 Select the sire – this will bring up only the males that you own. 

 Search for the female(s) being served which could belong to anyone.  

 Enter the date, or date range of the service. 

 Print off the A4 service certificate to give to the owner of the female.  

 Click “Submit Service Certificate to Society” This is then downloaded into the of-

fice system and becomes a mating notice on the file of both the stud goat and the 

female. 
 

Please note that the booklet type service certificate is still acceptable through the post 

with registration applications.  

Do make sure that when taking a female to a stud goat you receive a Certificate of Ser-

vice at the time. 

The “Members Online” option to register goats, transfer their ownership and research own-

ers or goats was introduced at the end of May 2010.  

2010 Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Hits 0 0 0 0 0 116 1246 1098 998 940 694 414 

Members 0 0 0 0 0 57 205 178 171 161 129 102 

             

2011 Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Hits 640 506 649 703 1334 1206 1231 1234 1232 1083 926 531 

Members 133 107 133 136 155 176 170 191 173 160 147 122 

Grassroots UsageGrassroots Usage  

Electronic Service CertificatesElectronic Service Certificates  
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Transport for Goats 

Livestock, Small and Pet Animals 

Birds and Poultry, Equines 

Throughout UK / Ireland / Europe 

Airfreight to the rest of the world 

Tel: 01483 200123 Mob: 07736 251 800 

Email: animalcouriers@aol.com  
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Classified AdvertsClassified Adverts  

2012 KIDS FOR SALE 
  

2012 kids from the Stawley herd in 

Somerset (www.hillfarmdairy.co.uk). 

 

Sires and dams originally from Monach 

herd; otherwise the herd is closed. 

 

CAE tested and Scrapie registered. 

Male and female. BS, BT, AN, HB. 
  

Available any age until weaning; priced 

accordingly. 

 

Contact Will Atkinson  

Tel: 07720 61264 

Email: will@hillfarmdairy.co.uk) 

 

 

THE TIMYON HERD HAS FOR SALE 
 

Two Saanen Bucklings used at stud in the Timyon Herd in 2011. 
 

Timyon Minirohan S8118D,  

Sire Kolding Edga, Dam RM242 Timyon Jemini *3 Br.CH. 
 

Timyon Minimoson S8148D.  

Sire SM §§153/186† Echin Ardlair, Dam R104 Timyon Minimo *4 Br.Ch. 
 

Also male and female kids from the Timyon Herd available shortly. 

The Willows, Happisburgh Common, Norwich, NR12 0RT 

Tel: 00+44(0)1692652266  Mob: 07050093420 

Email: david@davidwill.co.uk Web: www.timyongoats.com 

FOR SALE 

THE JACMAR HERD 

is taking orders for kids  

Male or female 

out of litter sisters 

Jacmar Czarina BT028021D 

Jacmar Grandthea BT028022D 
 

Sire: §§226/166 † Ashdene Czar 

BT027709D 

Dam: RM200 Jacmar Guinevieve *14 

BT027623D 

Due 7th/8th March 2012. 
 

Kids sired by §178/140† Monach Gringo 

BT028336D 
 

His Sire: §Rouval Andrea BT027870P 

His Dam: R178 BT027750D *6 
  

Scrapie monitored, TB, Brucellosis and 

CAE tested negative herd. 
 

Jean Cunnington, Tel: 01493 701141 

Email: jacreedham@talktalk.net 

(Norfolk.) 
Please note the phone number in the January Monthly 

Journal for this advert was incorrect  

http://www.hillfarmdairy.co.uk/
mailto:will@hillfarmdairy.co.uk
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FOR SALE 

AN Kids due March/April 

 

Sire 

§149/200† Earls Brutus AN033174D 

 

Dams 

Northcourt Condeleeza AN031631D 

Earls Amelia AN032799D 

Withybush Cai AN033090D 

Withybush Cally AN033091D 

Withybush Kyla AN033467D 

Withybush Keris AN033468D 

 

Whole herd CAE negative 

Contact Erica Short Tel: 01483 273 641 

(Surrey) 

 

 

Classified AdvertsClassified Adverts  

FOR SALE 

 

TEILO'S HERD 

2012 BT Kids for sale, males & females 

from prizing winning stock.  

 

Males used 
Theban Caviller & Charnocks Bronzoro 

 

Possibly a 1st kidder for sale. 

Contact: 

Shane 01982 552062 / 07794564286 
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