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BRITISH GOAT SOCIETY
Registered Charity No.: 210646
Gibshiel, Tarset, Hexham, Northumberland NE48 1RR
Tel/Fax 01434 240 866
Email: secretary@allgoats.com Website: www.allgoats.com

Copy Date
Copy date is the first day of the month preceding publication
All copy and advertisements to reach the editor in good time
Your classified ads, photographs and news are most welcome

Classified Advertising Rates
Up to thirty words just £10.00. Thereafter 25p per word. For boxed adverts please add an extra
£5.00. For boxed and displayed add £10.00 to the above rates.
Prices include vat at the current rate and includes free entry on the BGS website.
Adverts must be sent to the BGS Secretary by the 1st of the month prior to publication.
For information on other adverts please contact the Secretary at the BGS Office.

CAE Testing
To obtain the cheapest rates, you should find out from your vet how much it will be to test blood
samples locally or alternatively instruct your vet to send blood samples to: SAC Veterinary
Services, Veterinary Centre, Drummonhill, Stratherick Road,
Inverness IV2 4JZ

Front Cover Picture
All Ireland Champion 2011, Oxmountain Else, owned and bred by Annie Richardson.

The BGS Monthly Journal (ISSN 2044126) is published by the British Goat Society and is
available to most classes of members, otherwise it is available for an annual subscription of
£20.00 or £2.00 per single copy. There are usually 11 issues per year.

Editor: Jane Wilson, Gibshiel, Tarset, Hexham Northumberland NE48 1RR
Tel/Fax: 01434 240 866 Email: secretary@allgoats.com
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President
Mrs. Maureen Ross
Balmedie Farm, Belhelvie, Aberdeenshire AB23 8YT Tel: 01358 743 398

Chairman
Mr Richard Wood
2 Dunsley Gardens, Dinnington, Newcastle upon Tyne NE13 7LL
Tel: 01661 823 733 Emailmwood@tiscali.co.uk

COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

Vice Chair & Milk Recording Secretary: Mrs Agnes Aitken
Hillberry, Dunnottar, Stonehaven, Kincardinshire, Scotland AB39 3XB
Tel: 01569 766 775 Emaignes.aitken@Uvirgin.net
Vice Chair & Herd Book Coordinator: Margaret Hardman
17 Greenfield Road, Sheffield, Yorkshire S8 7RQ
Tel: 01142 740 192
Vice Chair & Hon. Solicitor: Mr Nick Parr
118 Frog Grove Lane, Woodstreet, Guildford, Surrey GU3 3HB
Tel: 01483 825 836 Email: Nick_Parr@hotmail.co.uk
Secretary: Jane Wilson
Gibshiel, Tarset, Hexham, Northumberland NE48 1RR
Tel/Fax: 01434 240 866 Email: secretary@allgoats.com
Overseas RepresentativeMrs Christine Ball
Orchard Cottage, Befcote Lane, Gnosall, Staffs ST20 OEB
Tel: 01785 824 897 Email: christineball@goatgenetics.com
Web Manager: Mr Peter Cox
Hawkdene, Hadleigh Road, Elmsett, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 6ND
Tel: 01473 658 407 Email: hawkdene@btinternet.com
Publications & Public Relations Officer. Ros Earthy
The Old Post Office, Hayton, Aspatria, Cumbria CA7 2PD
Tel: 01697 323 755 Email: biblinros@yahoo.co.uk
Publicity Coordinator: Shane Jones
4 Bank Square, Builth Wells, Powys LD2 3BB
Tel: 01982 552 062 Email: shane.jones@powys.gov.uk
Show Coordinator: Mr Colin Newton
Page Bank Lodge, Whitworth Lane, Page Bank, Spennymoor, Co. Durham DL16 7RD
Tel: 01388 819 665 Emajtagebankodge@tiscali.co.uk
Commercial Liaison Officer: Mr Richard Pemble
14 Wyecliffe Gardens, Merstham, Surrey RH1 3HN
Tel: 01737 646 280 Emailichardpemble@hotmail.com
Representative for Northern Ireland: Terry Hanna
35 Mullaghdrin Road, Dromara, Dromore, Co. Down BT25 2AG
Tel: 0289753 2685 Email: terry.hanna@dsl.pipex.com

NON COMMITTEE OFFICER AND COORDINATOR
Year Book Coordinator: Mr Michael Ackroyd
118 Frog Grove Lane, Woodstreet, Guildford, Surrey GU3 3HB
Tel: 01483 825 836 Emaimichael_ad@live.com

Government & Scientific Liaison Officer: Mrs Ruth Goodwin
Southside Cottage, Brook Hill, Albury, Nr. Guildford, Surrey GU5 9DJ
Tel: 01483 202 159 Emailuthgoodwin@onetel.com
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THE ANGLO NUBIAN BREED SOCIETY

Affiliated to the British Goat Society Founded 1972

Chairman: Martin Cox Secretary: Mary Thomasson,
2 Manor Farm Cottage,
President: Mrs E. Tomlin White Lane, Christleton,

Chester, Cheshire CH3 6AJ
Tel/Fax 01244 336332
Email: m.thomasson@ticali.co.uk

Anglo Nubian Breed Society Overseas Representative
Mrs Christine Ball: Orchard Cottage, Befcote Lane, Gnosall, Staffs, ST20 OEB
Tel/ 01785 824897 Email: christineball@goatgenetics.com

The National Breed Show (Newark) 30th June
As we are celebrating our 40th anniversary this year there will be special rosettes
and extra prize money.
Further details: contact the Show Secretary Mrs M. Hyde, Tel/ 01724 798805

Regional Breed Show in conjunction with the South Western M/F (Bristol)

8th Jul
There will be special rosettes and trophy's from the Anglo Nubian Breed Society

40th Anniversary event
This will be held later in the year, date and venue to be announced later

Members Benefits
3 Newsletters a year, Stud goat register, Website Access, stock registrations, pedigrees
National/Regional Shows

Special Awards
Breeders Award: Rochford Memorial Award, Happylands Award, Nitram Award

Stud goat reqister
Entries are free, also photos of the Sire/Sire's Dam are free

We are sorry to inform you that the current Website has been corrupted,
we will update you soon
Mary Thomasson
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NEW MEMBERS
We would like to extend a warm welcome to new members who are;:

Mrs Ogburn, Gloucestershire; Mr O'Shea, Lincolnshire;

Ms Wilson & Ms Wasson,USA,; Mr & Mrs Jones, Downpatrick;
Mrs J Browne, Norfolk; Miss Haynes, Co Down;

Mr & Mrs Tanner, Somerset; Mr Reed, Ceredigion;

Mrs Towell, Devon; Wellen8ray & Miss Puddephatt, Ceredigion;
Bray, Lancashsire; Miss H Campbell, West Lothian;
Mr Boocock, Yorkshire; Mr O'Sullivan, Co. Cork;

Ms Brogdon, USA, Mr D La Trobe, Devon;

Mr Cattell, Suffolk; Lord Oke, Oxford,;

CAE B LOOD TESTING

T he Scottish Agricultural College at Inverness offers BGS members a reduced cost

per blood sample if submitted on a BGS form. These forms are available from the
office or to download from www.allgoats.com.

Charges are made to the vet practice and are as follows (per sample plus VAT):
1-3 samples £6.70

4-9 samples £6.00

10 + samples £5.30

Samples should be sent to: Premium Sheep & Goat Health Schemes SAC Inverness,
Drummondhill, Stratherrick Road, Inverness IV2 437

BRITSH ALPINE BREED SOCIETY 8 LOST TROPHIES

he British Alpine Breed Society are looking for several trophies which have gone
missing over the years from the Annual Breed Show.

Do you think you may have them or know of their where-
abouts?

If so would you please contact Joanne Smith
on 01246 854898 with any information
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SECRETARY & NOTES

Dear Members,

The DEFRA/ADAS goat health meetings were well attended with an attendance of
over 280 through all the seminars. The overall opinion was that there should be more in
the future. See Odells letter on page 64 and details of two further meetings arranged on
1st May at Ruthin & 2nd May at Bluith Wells showground. Details on page 75.

Would members be kind enough to keep their Sale/Hire/Al of animals up to date.
Please contact the office for these updates to be made.

Michael Ackroyd, our Year Book Editor, contacted me this week to apologise for the
severe delay in the Year Book. Apart from the fact that by the closing date for submis-
sions he had hardly received anything, and was still getting copy last month; he was
called overseas on business for a month and on his return has gone down with pneumo-
nia. Michael apologies for the delay and is doing his best to speed things along now. It
will definitely not be the latest Year Book ever produced, but it will be his latest...

which he deeply regrets.

| was delighted to welcome the Northern England Goat Club & Cleveland Dairy Goat
to Gibshiel and the office during February and March. Photos centre pages.

Best Wishes
Jane

AN APPEAL

s part of the process of scanning our historic publications, the BGS would like to
borrow the following:
19081917 all Monthly Circulars
1918 Jan Monthly Circular (FebruaBecember have been scanned but see below)
192425 Stud Goat Scheme leaflets
1926 Stud Goat Scheme leaflet

plus better copies to include the pages below:

1918 February Circular (front cover badly torn and stained)
1918 December Circular (pp 4B missing)
19271928 Stud Goat Scheme leaflet (p@ iissing)
19331934 Stud Goat Scheme leaflet (ppIBmissing)

They should preferably be loose and not bound. If anyone has these, and is prepared to
lend them to the BGS, please contact:
Jane Wilson 01434 240866 or email hesatretary@allgoats.com

Thank you.
Margaret Hardman
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Letters

Dear Jane

On behalf of Brian and myself and our
family, | would like to thank everyone
who sent their best wishes to us all, in
their phone calls and cards.

| am progressing slowly (too slowly for
me) but we are still hoping to show the
goats again this year, if all goes well.

Regards
Sue Head.

NATIONAL BREED SHOW &
NOTTS MALE & FEMALE SHOW

30 Jund 1st July 2012

Both shows are British Goat Socidty

6A06 award stipt

Back to Back Shows at
Newark Showground, Notts

Chief Steward Vicki Hardy
Judge: Mr Roy Parkin
(male & female show)
Schedules: Breed Shows contact bregd
societies.
Male & Female Show Vicki Hardy
1 Cottage Ashfield School Sutton Roajl
Kirkby in Ashfield Notts
NG21 HR. Tel: 01623 555155 or
07932643795
Email: kinmeaherd@btinternet.com

Excellent Venue.
First Class Facilities. Within easy
reach of Motorway Network.

Hi Jane

Would you please send an email to all
your members regarding the ADAS goat
meetings. They were all well attended
and we had great discussions throughout
and after the meetings had finished. The
attendees turned out in all manner of
weathers and for that we are really grate-
ful. We spoke to over 200 goat keepers
in all.

I would also be very grateful if you

could add something to your forum or
website thanking all the clubs and socie-
ties who marketed the meetings for us
via email, word of mouth at meetings or
in their literature.
the enthusiasm of these people the meet-
ings would certainly not been such a
success.

Thank you to all from David Moorhouse
anad Odelle Walker at ADAS, David
Harwood AHVLA, Dreda Randall and
Sue Smith: independent goat keepers.

Thanks and regards

Odelle

Odelle Walker
Livestock Consultant
Agriculture England
ADAS
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DoNéGr ALWAYS FoLLow THE BOOKS !

L iving on the Isle of Wight, access to
top quality stock can be difficult
locally, and in 2010 | bought in from the
mainland two littersister white kids

from a BS female line, mated with a BT
male, and with potentially lots of milk.

Both grew on very well and | experi-
mented with one, Daphne, and mated
her at 10 months, and she kidded at 15
months in June 2011. Her milk reached
over 10 pints a day. Her udder was
‘good’, indeed very good. She fell to
around six pints in the miwVinter, but

is now racing up again and steady at
over 7 pints a day. (late February) Is that
good for a goat mated as a kid? She did
get quite thin when milking at the top,
but is now almost a perfect shape and
size, nicely rounded. She eats everything
| give her and more if | let her. | reared
her single male kid for meat; kept him

on a bottle all the time as | had plenty of
milk, and he is now meat and produced
an excellent carcass, albeit quite fatty
(for a kid). As the slaughterman said
"you've done him well"

| kept the other kid, Dianthus, to mate as
a goatling, but she milked as a maiden
milker giving up to 5 pints a day, and all
the time she got fatter and fatter, eating
everything. My thoughts were that |
might have a problem getting her in kid
being so fat! She became enormous and
so friendly that she would just refuse to
move when | pushed into her; she was a
great lump of a goat, but in fabulous
condition.

We had the GG male, Peaclond Pure-
glitz on loan from the mainland from

September 2011, and put him to Dianthus
on 30th September as soon as she came
into season. | always tell others not to
mate at the first season, so | went against
my own advice. After all he was 'here’
and rampant, | could not deny him any
longer. She did not return and | kept my
fingers crossed.

Daphne also came into season making
the most hideous noise | have ever heard,
for three full days (and every season
since). | had to lock her in her stall and
the doors closed for fear of annoying the
neighbours!

My goatkeeper neighbour mated two of
his with Pureglitz as soon as they came
into season, and they took first time. Sev-
eral other female goats on the Isle of
Wight whom were booked for a service
took until December to come into season.
Pureglitz returned home in mid
December having mated 7 goats and no
returns.

Dianthus was not just large; she became
huge; and solid like an elephant, but eat-
ing up and looking great. How was | ever
going to get a kid out of that? She was
due to kid on 29th February 2012.

Thursday evening (23rd Feb) she looked
normal, no sign of kidding, not bagged
up, lying down but eating and unper-
turbed. After all she was not due for a
week.

Friday morning | looked out of the

kitchen window to hear Daphne calling
out in an agitated state what sounded like
"Come and look; come and look". Mut-
tering 'stupid goat' and similar expletives,
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Donér ALwAYS FoLLow

| entered the goat shed. Dianthus stood
up and looked at me as much to say,
what do you want. Then | heard a small
bleat; then two; then three. Three kids,
already dry and suckling on Mum hap-
pily. Two girls, and a smaller boy! No
sign of the afterbirth which must have
been eaten up. They all doing well; she is
eating up and totally unconcerned.

My plan to bottle feed from day one had
now gone out, | was too late. Mated by a
pure GG and with a mother who is half
BT, the two female kids are almost pure
white, but the boy is a pale brown which
makes it easy to identify. Two lovely

THE BOOKS!Cont 6d

female kids who should become good
milkers, and an exale who will taste
great.

Dianthus still looks like an elephant, but
not quite so fat. | wonder what the future
holds for her.

By the way, with such a lovely udder at
such a young age, Daphne became
known as Jordan, and Dianthus with
similar potential, as Katie (her male kid
became Andre(he got the chop!). The
new kids; | think 'Glitzy'; and ‘Glamour’
might be appropriate names?!

Derek Sprake

ROGERIAN HERD DIARY

iary of Agnes Aitken, Stonehaven,
home to the Rogerian Herd of dairy
goats and Hillrun Herd of Pygmy goats. |
live on a smallholding with my husband
Rob, a lorry driver, older son Roger a

15 years, but alas was not able to hold
out against severe gales of 8 December.
No animals were injured when it came
downT it did however leave them very
nervy for a few days after the event.

joiner and younger son lan an apprentice 4" Eeb Attended BGS committee meet-

mechamc._ L?St year | k_)ecame a redun-ing in London. Boarded sleeper at 10 pm
dancy statistic from my job as a member previous night in Stonehaven, arrived
of administrgtive support staff with London Euston at 7.45 am the’n walked
Qramplan Police fqllowmg 37 years ser- to Regent Street where enjoyed warming
vice. | have now rmven_teq m_yself asa cup of tea and bacon roll in Mcdonalds.
telesales advisor/receptionist in the office Hefty agenda of items discussed, numer-
of my local weekly newspapef The s qecisions taken then off to Heathrow
Mearns Leader. accompanied by Maureen Ross to catch
2nd Feb, Workmen came and finished re 5.30 pm flight to Aberdeen. Slight delay
building brick built gable end of the goat to take off time- runways had to be
shed which had been blown in during treated for ice. Home around 8 pm
December. Goat shed is Nissan hut welcome cup of coffee and 2 slices of
which has stood the test of time and all toast.

the elements could throw at it for the last 5" Feb, Rob mucked goat shed with
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ROGERIAN HERD DIARY CONT®

tractor and loader prior to arrival of kids all stood quite well.
(due any time this week). Big bales of ;n
barley straw sourced from near
neighbour proved good quality deep

Feb, Meeting with nutritionist at
local feed company to explore possibili-

bedded th ; di f ties available re changing goats concen-
& (T Ge PeEns In rea llnessf. I%r fnew tratesi currently use course calf mix but
arrivals. Goats went out into field for | "5'y "t e only person

EXEICISE, cold bl_Jt Very b”ght_ and sunny and whilst they are prepared to continue
with no snow, just frost. Did weekly producing a hatch for me it seemed sen-
shop at As da (whic hsibl@ltjo 2 f hn afefitive $eBd"vhich® "
Saturdgy fpr obvious f.eaSO”S) and is routinely produced might also be suit-
started ironing. lan came in around 4.30 able for the goats. After idepth analy-

pm and announced Carron had produced sis, of a calf pellet components, agree-

2. kicjs'f S h'e certa inly h %gnf‘rga'i:hed tal 1 wbuttt tr thege and
kidding earlier in the day. Excellent rea- (.o how we get on. | also intend feeding
son to abandon ironing! Checked all was whole oats and sugar beet shreds as an

well with mum and kids, saw it was 2 evening feed to compliment the pellets.
females and sprayed navels. Sorted out Robos birthday today

kid box and checked bulb in hot lamp

was working then gave Carron a warm 11" Feb, Collected new wedding rings
gruel to drinki her udder looks promis- from local goldsmith who made them
ing. Sheds a secon dfpeqalydfer &eb apghiomy MiigHal e d
securing any awards as a first kidder ~ ring had to be cut off over a year ago as
could this be her yearPfobably noty | had odéoutgrownd it.
Milked some colostrum off Carron and @and weighed 8% stones when | was mar-
gave it to kids from bowl both drank ried 7 | am now considerably larger. It
well. Kids taken off mum and placed in Was necessary to get 2 identical rings for
box under hot lamp before | went to bed. Rob then the goldsmith cut them and

h/oth . . made one from the tw
6%/7 _F_eb, On holiday _aII this weel_<. finger was so large it was actually off
Remaining 4 due goats kidded, 1 x twins the goldsmithoés meas:
(IM/1F), 1 x triplets (2M/1F) and 2 x o )
singles (IM/1F), mums and kids all 13" Feb, Van at garage dash battery
well. Have kept 5F and 1M 2 are AOV ~ Wwarning light keeps coming on and we
and 4 BA, 3 conceived by Al and 3 think it is the alternator. Garage advise
natural matings. Will be interesting to alternator is OK, fault is electrical and
see how they develop over the next few Will require to be rigged up to a diagnos-
months. Should have been at Angus t i ¢ device (which tF
Agricultural Show committee meeting di scover where probl
on Tuesday evening sent apo|ogies_ start When | attempt to drive |t honie
Too busy tending new arrivals and milk- 9get a jump start and am advised to go
ing first kidders who, it has to be said, home via back roads on side lights.
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ROGERIAN HERD DIARY conT®

16" Feb, Out for lunch with work col-
leaguesi before we left the office we
agree not to speak
exactly what we end up doing. Pygmy
goat kidded twins (males) whilst | was
milking the dairy goats this evenirig
absolute little beauties and all well.

18" Feb, Attended committee meeting
of Scottish Goatkeepers Federatidn

ticular has a very thin stream of milk, not
like a cotton thread more like a silk one!
latbbosu tt aMoirrkg bme afppas
compounded by the fact that she has the
tiniest teats.

239Feb, My fathesin-l awés frie
Clydesdale mare who foaled at 5 am this
morning but the mare is showing no sign
of an udder or milk. Granda phoned me

several decisions taken and a good catchat work in the hope that | might have
up on news after not seeing folk through some frozen colostrum for the foal. | tell
the winter months. One of the pygmy him | have plenty in the freezer and that |
ki ds woirhéve hadto twbe itand also have fresh milk he could get as well
now have it drinking from bowl. Build- i f need be. I'tés ag
ers came and | aid fwllgotd sy houwseand getrwhatevelhe 6
166 shed which i s gneedsifgm Rop. Leardgd &teranmthe day h
Nissan huti the plan is to store hay/ that they managed to milk enough colos-
straw in new shed as this will free up trum off the mare to sufficiently feed the
space in the Nissan hut to accommodate foal, however, the mare is now for noth-
bigger pens for pygmy goats and dairy ing to do with her foal (biting and kick-

males through winter months.

20" Feb, Chinese goose laying but not
sure where her nestiisSpringer Spaniel

Waggit knows though as she keeps turn-
ing up wagging her tail with a broken

goose egg in her mouth. | think she may
have made her nest under the Leylandii
bushes but donot h
inclination to go |

{3 & lotforjegrn abquiparening,

ing it) so Charlie has decided to get
marebs milk substit
pail feed it. The foal has to be put in an
adjacent loose box for fear of the mother
lashing out and breaking its legs. Fortu-
nately she is not bad tempered with peo-
ple. 1 tds t hieherlaarlye 6 s

t ho
2" lkeb, NRRpb todkevand to mdrage hta

any broody hens at the moment and the Aboyne where a broken wire was diag-

i ncubators are not
no great panic to collect setting eggs just
yet.

21% Feb, Pygmy kid now sucking from
mum<i no longer need to bowl feed it.
Two of the first kidders who were a bit
reluctant to stand for milking have sud-
denly got the hang of things and are now
standing still to be milked. One in par-

nasedramd eldy fixedh s o t her e

25" Feb, Friends attended a poultry sale
at Carlislei |1 had downloaded the cata-
logue and noticed some Buff Cochins for
sale so was very happy to learn that
friends managed to buy a trio on my be-
half. Collected birds and they are now
happily installed in shed along with some
Silver Laced Wyandotte bantams for

British Goat Society Monthly Journal April 2012



69
ROGERIAN HERD DIARY ConT®

companyi they are all getting along whilst off-roading. Seems some folk
well. never learn.

26" Feb, Trimmed s omghreph Baeh fofitactdd Bytaliady who is
Rob (driver of van/trailer and camera rynning a Smallholder and Growers Fes-
operator), Roger and lan (both enthusi- tyyal on 30 September at Forfar Mart
astic participants on their bikes), along asking if | will help out with the poultry

with numerous frien'ds, spent the day at gjde of things. She is having pigs, sheep,
an offroad motor bike track near Cou- goats and poultry at the event, the first of

par Angus. lan is to apply for his race its kind in Scotland | have provision-
licence this year and hopes to take hisg | | y agreed to assis

first competitive steps over the coming g|se in my diary for that day.

summer months. One of the guys who g . . .
was also at the track (but not in the com- 29 Feb, Started milk recording again
pany of our lot) fell off his bike, was after a break of a few months when the

pinned under it and sustained a broken milkers | recorded last year had dried off.
leg. lan ran over and lifted the bike off Have decided to record the two second
him as the lad was k'qdﬁr%%hﬁuﬁr@ angd Camon agly IR 6 ¢
manage to get up by himself. He told lan moment as | have two other goats due to

it was the third ¢t i<thatthggng e Machywha yould pes

THE TACK ROOM

LIVESTOCK SHOWING AND HANDLING EQUIPMENT
Goat Show CoatsMade to measure in quality cottg
drill.
Choice of colours.
Kid Coats, Polar fleece lined cotton drill.
Head collars,
8 colours, guaranteed fit.
Collars,
Quick release or buckle, 8 colours, various sizes.
Turn -out Coats,
Waterproof and warm. Ideal for angoras.

For details of colours, measurements etc. of these and other products please visifjour
website or request a catalogue. Mail order service available, personal callers welcofne by
appointment.
THE TACK ROOM
Llugwy Farm
Llanbister Road
Powys LD1 5UT
Tel: 01547 55064 info@Ilugwy-farm.co.ukwww.llugwy-farm.co.uk
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ROGERIAN HERD DIARY ConT®

1st Kidder, Rogerian Carron.

potential milk recording candidates as well, providing all goes OK when they kid. The
first kidders are milking reasonably well but | suspect they may not carry on to com-
plete a full lactation so will wait until they are second kidders before milk recording

them.
Agnes Aitken.

Who Says |1 ém Briti
Bluecollar Sunspot. British Guernsey in the USA.

Photo & caption: Amos Todd
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