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Copy Date 

Copy date is the first day of the month preceding publication 

All copy and advertisements to reach the editor in good time 

Your classified ads, photographs and news are most welcome 

 

Classified Advertising Rates 

Up to thirty words just £10.00. Thereafter 25p per word. For boxed adverts please add an extra 

£5.00. For boxed and displayed add £10.00 to the above rates. 

Prices include vat at the current rate and includes free entry on the BGS website.  

Adverts  must be sent to the BGS Secretary by the 1st of the month prior to publication.  

For information on other adverts please contact the Secretary at the BGS Office. 

 

CAE Testing 
TTTo obtain the cheapest rates, you should find out from your vet how much it will be to test blood 

samples locally or alternatively instruct your vet to send blood samples to: SAC Veterinary  

Services, Veterinary Centre, Drummonhill, Stratherick Road,  

Inverness IV2 4JZ 

 

Front Cover Picture 

Commercial Herd & Housing Photo: Mr P Cox 

 
 

The BGS Monthly Journal (ISSN 2044-7426) is published by the British Goat Society and is 

available to most classes of members, otherwise it is available for an annual subscription of 

£20.00 or £2.00 per single copy. There are usually 11 issues per year. 

 

Editor: Jane Wilson, Gibshiel, Tarset, Hexham Northumberland NE48 1RR 

Tel/Fax: 01434 240 866  Email: secretary@allgoats.com 
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Y ou will read further into this journal that our secretary Jane Wilson has had her 

offer to assist at the Olympic Games accepted.  I want to assure members that in 

Jane’s absence it will be ‘business as usual’ regarding the office function – more details 

about how this will be achieved in the July journal. 

 

Since the start of HB138, i.e. December 2011, 587 kid registration applications have 

been received with 73% of these applications being completed on-line via Grassroots.  

It is good to learn that members are using the on-line facility for kid registrations – 

whilst some areas of Grassroots still require little improvement tweaks to the function-

ality, from reports I have received it seems the section dealing with kid registrations 

works well and is user friendly.  A recurring agenda item for committee consideration 

is the improvement of Grassroots software – the complexity of our Rules & Regula-

tions is not easily replicated via a software package.  I fear the situation is not made 

any easier when the computer programmer has limited knowledge of goat phraseology 

– we are a group of people communicating in a language which I’m sure to ‘outsiders’ 

takes a bit of understanding, e.g. Qstar milker;  double section male;  fish-tail teat;  

overshot jaw etc.   

 

Last month an appeal was published for anyone interested in becoming the Society web 

manager to come forward – many thanks to those people who have expressed an inter-

est in the job.  The web site manager plays an important part in shaping our Society 

image by ensuring the web content is kept up-to-date, relevant and fresh.    

 

Shows are now in full swing – good luck to all exhibitors.  I sincerely hope the weather 

is kind to agricultural shows this year – several fell victim to rain last year.  Neither 

man, woman nor beast is at their best when standing about miserable in the wet.   

 

Agnes Aitken 

NNOTESOTES  FFROMROM  TTHEHE  CCHAIRHAIR  
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NNEWEW  MMEMBERSEMBERS  

We would like to extend a warm welcome to new members who are: 

Dear Members, 
 

When it was first announced that the 2012 Olympics would be in London, I added my 

name to the "list" for volunteers. I have now been invited to be a “Gamesmakers” one 

of 70,000, and I will be working at Greenwich Park in the Equestrian and Modern Pen-

tathlon section. The rota that I have, means the BGS office will be closed from Monday 

23rd July  to Friday 10th August. Grassroots Systems have agreed to provide very able 

support to you all. In particular, Libby Henson of Grassroots Systems will work with 

shows to provide their catalogues. I will contact the shows concerned directly, in the 

next two weeks.  
 

Details of contacts will be available in the July Journal, on the website (Secretary’s 

Notes), through the BGS Forum, and as always, a phone message will detail the office 

closure dates. 
 

If you have registrations still to do, please note that some kids may be approaching six 

months of age when prices double compared to registering younger kids. 
 

When making registrations online through Grassroots, a service certificate is still 

needed, where you do not own the sire. The Electronic Service Certificates programme 

introduced earlier this year, is available through “Manage Your Herd” for stud goat 

owners. More members are finding PayPal the most convenient method for payment 

for online transactions. 
 

When registering a kid, please either ear tag and then send in the registration applica-

tion or keep a good record of the ear number you intend to use for each kid when you 

do tag. Please note, you cannot use the same individual ear number on two different 

goats (DEFRA regulations) and Grassroots will pick duplicating tags up, many years 

apart. This will delay your application being processed. Grassroots will also pick up if 

you have used the individual name before. 

 

Best Wishes 

Jane 

SSECRETARYECRETARY’’SS  NNOTESOTES  

Mr & Mrs R E Cooke, Somerset; Mrs Saywell, Cambridgeshire; 

Ms Harrison, Yorkshire; Mrs Kind, Norfolk; 

Mr & Mrs Robinson, Lincolnshire; Mrs Hempsall, Lincolnshire; 

Mr Yule, Angus; 
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The Gloucestershire Goat Society intends to organise a Cheese Making Class  

on a Saturday, early in November 2012, from 10.00am to 4.00pm  

at North Nibley Village Hall. 

Charges to be paid in advance, will be £10 for GGS members, £15 for adults and free 

for young enthusiasts in full time education. 

Our instructor has made goat's cheese for many years,  

selling it at several local Farmers' Markets.  

If interested please contact Ruth Candy, telephone 01453 542 230 (call minder) 

CCHEESEHEESE  MMAKINGAKING  CCLASSLASS    

Honley Show  Judge Mr M Cox. 

Black Isle Show correction to Judge Lilian Scobie 

Dingwall Show:  1st August, Judge Mr B Perry,  

   Secretary, Ms Lewis-Saunders, Tel: 01593 721 727 

SHOW UPDATESSHOW UPDATES  

PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED 2011 RESULTS. 

These results were not published in the Journal supplements last year. 

Notts Male & Female Aphrodite Andros CC 

Suffiolk   Monach Disanthus BCC BS awarded as Res 

Cumberland   Treval Ellie BCC BT 

Leek & District  Willowbank Lapwing BCC T 

BT Breed Show BIS Female Wrotham Takatie 

BT Breed Show BIS male  Anjo Chad 

BA Breed Show BIS female  Horsehay Jindiamond 

BA Breed Show BIS male   Alailah Blackbird 

AN Breed Show BIS male   Wayward Kris 

 

If you wish to check show results you can do this through Grassroots online. Logon 

through the BGS website, www.allgoats.com, and “members online” using your mem-

bership number and the password supplied from the BGS Office. Show Results are an 

option along with Manage Your Herd, Member Search, For Sale/AI & Animal Search. 



British Goat Society Monthly Journal June 2012 

120  

Clothing comes with the BGS logo embroidered as standard. Your own herd name can be printed on the front and/or back 

of the clothing. Available are T-shirts, Polo shirts, Rugby shirts, Hoodie, Fleece, Mug, Mouse Mat.  

Catalogue & order form available from the office. Direct link shortly from the BGS website. 

Badge price (including P&P) £3.95 each (10 or more £3.50 each to affiliated societies/clubs, plus postage cost) 

Tea towel price (including p&p) £5.00 each (10 or more £4.50 each to Affiliated Societies/ clubs, plus postage cost).  

Colours either racing green or copper brown.  

Poster (A2 420mm x 594 mm) £7.50 including postage; History of the BGS £7.00 including postage  

Contact the BGS Office for all the items above. 

 

BGS MerchandiseBGS Merchandise  

Top left: Clothing available from  KMK Productions. 

Top right: BGS Badges. Above left: T-towels. Above 
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T he Chairman, Richard Wood, welcomed everyone to the Affiliated Conference 

and introduced the panel of Mrs A Aitken, Mrs M Hardman and Mr C Newton. 
 

The following resolutions were passed for further consideration by the BGS Committee 

Proposal from the Durham Dairy Goat Society "That the BGS consider printing in the 

Journal Reserve Best Goatling and Reserve Best Kid, with a view to Encouraging the 

younger members who are showing these goats" 

One of our member has a daughter who is a member of the BGS and shows her goats 

and she is disappointed that her goat never gets a mention in the journal should it come 

in as reserve, so our members thought maybe other children find the same and if this 

encourages our young ones and there is sufficient space this could be done. 
 

Proposal from the Grampian Goat Club" Consideration be given to the principle of 

electing one member resident in Scotland, one member resident in Ireland and one 

member resident in Wales to the main BGS committee, these representatives to be cho-

sen by a vote of BGS members in the candidates country of residence" 
 

Proposal from the Gloucestershire Goat Society "To be awarded a star a milking goat 

has to gain 18 points in the Milking Competition with not less than 3.25% butterfat at 

both AM and PM milking. To hold an awarded Breed Challenge Certificate she has to 

gain only 16 points in the Milking Competition at the same show with no ruling as to 

the standard of butterfat required. To avoid devaluing the butterfat standard for Breed 

Challenge Certificates and Challenge Certificates, the Gloucestershire Goat Society 

would like to suggest that the butterfat standard should be reinstated at not less than 

3.00% at both milkings". 
 

The following resolutions were not carried. 

The British Toggenburg Society submitted a resolution that was withdrawn before the 

Conference. 
 

Taken together the 

A) The proposal from  Mid Essex Goat Club; "Licences by secret ballot when there 

have been no complaints, either written or verbal, against any Judge.  It feels that the 

legislation under Rule 18 (2) and 18 (3) is sufficient to deal with the removal of a 

Judge’s Licence at any time without the need for a secret ballot. 

It proposes therefore the following Rule change 

Rule 18 (2) 

Remove in full the last line 

• ‘The Committee shall decide by ballot and renew any Licence for a further period of 

three years, or allow the same to lapse’. 

Replace by 

• ‘Unless there is written representation then the Committee will automatically renew 

all Licences for a further period of three years’. 

2012 Affiliated Societies Conference2012 Affiliated Societies Conference  
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THE TACK ROOM 
LIVESTOCK SHOWING AND HANDLING EQUIPMENT 

Goat Show Coats, Made to measure in quality cotton drill. 

Choice of colours. 

Kid Coats, Polar fleece lined cotton drill. 

Head collars, 

8 colours, guaranteed fit. 

Collars, 

Quick release or buckle, 8 colours, various sizes. 

Turn-out Coats, 

Waterproof and warm. Ideal for angoras. 

 

For details of colours, measurements etc. of these and other products please visit our 

website or request a catalogue. Mail order service available, personal callers welcome by 

appointment. 

THE TACK ROOM 

Llugwy Farm 

Llanbister Road 

Powys LD1 5UT 

Tel: 01547 550641 info@llugwy-farm.co.uk www.llugwy-farm.co.uk 

AAFFILIATEDFFILIATED  SSOCIETIESOCIETIES  CCONFERENCEONFERENCE  CCONTONT’’DD  

Proposed:  Hilary Matthews 

Seconded:  Ray Wiffen 

B) Proposal from the Devon Goat Society; "The Devon Goat Society are anxious about 

renewing judges licences by secret ballot when there have not been any written griev-

ances against a judge. 

The Devon Goat Society suggest judges licences should be renewed automatically by 

the British Goat Society committee every three years unless there has been a valid writ-

ten complaint or written resignation". 
 

Ayrshire Goat Club; As there are comparatively few licensed judges willing to take on 

probationers, would it not be helpful to make it mandatory for judges to take on one 

probationer per year, if requested. 

Obviously there would be various practicalities to overcome, travelling arrangements 

etc, but surely that could be overcome. 
 

The Mercian Milk Recording Group; "Mercian Milk Recording Group requests that the 

British Goat Society Committee should nominate one of its members as Liaison Officer 

for Affiliated Societies/Clubs" 
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ASHDENE HERD DIARYASHDENE HERD DIARY  

M y diary for the month starts at the 

end of March, because on Satur-

day 31st March I started the long flight 

to New South Wales in Australia to ful-

fil a judging engagement at the Sydney 

Royal Easter Show. However the few 

days before my departure turned out to 

be rather traumatic! 
 

It all started to go a little awry because 

Mischa was due to kid on the 4 April. 

Originally this just presented as a minor 

inconvenience as Michael and the home 

support team (namely my 82 year old 

Dad, and Diana who can come in to help 

milk when needed) would have been 

more than able to cope. However com-

plications arose as Mischa suddenly 

went down with pregnancy toxaemia a 

week before my departure, and Michael 

who had been feeling decidedly under 

the weather all week was suddenly ad-

mitted to hospital having been diagnosed 

as contracting pneumonia!! 
 

To cut a long story short, Michael man-

aged to get himself discharged from 

hospital on the Saturday morning and I 

left for the airport Saturday lunchtime. 

On Sunday Mischa finally delivered 3 

large and healthy kids, but once they 

were born Michael was straight back in 

hospital where he stayed for the next 

few days. The latest news of those latest 

developments came to me bit by bit by 

way of text message when I was able to 

get any signal on my phone through the 

various stages of my journey. 
 

There is no getting around the fact that 

the journey to Australia is a long one. 

Bearing in mind the difference it was 

midnight on Sunday when I eventually 

landed at Brisbane. I was met by my sis-

ter and brother in law who live in 

Ballina, about a 2 hour drive from Bris-

bane. This is a beautiful part of Australia, 

on the Eastern coast, not far from the 

famous Byron Bay. I am pleased to re-

port that the houses and streets in Ballina 

are a very close match to what we see on 

the Australian soap operas! 
 

I spent a very nice few days with my 

sister, generally catching up on family 

matters, relaxing and getting used to the 

time difference. It does take a few days 

to get used to the changed times, after all 

according to what our body is telling us, 

night has turned into day! We even man-

aged to fit in a bit of sight seeing too. 

One interesting feature was that many of 

the houses had an old fashioned milk 

churn turned on its side which was fixed 

on a post to cover as a letter box! 
 

On the Wednesday I left from Ballina 

airport on the domestic flight to Sydney. 

At Sydney I was met by Ted Byers, an 

experienced goat man and farmer, who 

uses his experience and knowledge to do 

an enormous amount of charitable work, 

helping the underprivileged get them-

selves into paid farming work. I got my-

self settled in to my hotel in North Ryde 

on the outskirts of Sydney, which was to 

be my home for the next 4 or 5 days. 
 

The Sydney Royal show is a massive 

event held in the Sydney Olympic sta-

dium. It is open over almost 2 weeks and 

attracts a huge number of visitors. The 

Dairy Goats were in the show for the first 

4 days, they were then followed by the 
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ASHDENE HERD DIARYASHDENE HERD DIARY  

Angoras and then the Boers. I had al-

ready been told there was an entry of 

over 300 so I knew I was in for a busy 

time. My first day of judging was on 

Thursday. Firstly I met the team of stew-

ards who keep everything moving like 

clockwork. The stewards are led by 

Yvonne Byers, who is a past master at 

keeping everything ticking over. My 

first class appeared in the ring at 8.30. 
 

There are 6 Dairy Breeds in Australia, 

Saanen, Toggenburg, Anglo Nubian, 

Australian Melaan (self coloured black) 

and Australian Brown (also self col-

oured). The later 2 are newly developed 

breeds; there were only a few kids to 

represent the browns. The judging of 

milkers is done almost entirely with full 

udders and there is no milking competi-

tion. So you do have to use your imagi-

nation to some extent to assess the pro-

duction levels of the goats. 
 

My first day of judging was hard work; 

there were big classes of milkers, by the 

end of the day I felt that I had earned my 

night in the comfortable hotel! Next day 

was judging of “Juniors”; goatlings and 

kids. Again there were very big and 

closely competed classes, which make 

the judging quite challenging and hard 

work. There is grandstand seating on 

both sides of the judging ring, and there 

was good audience from the public 

throughout the judging. Possibly the fact 

that the judge gives the reasons for plac-

ings over a microphone makes it more 

interesting to the public. 
 

After milking on the Friday evening all 

the goat exhibitors go to one of the show 

ground restaurants for dinner and they 

invite the judge to join them. I found this 

most enjoyable to mix with the exhibitors 

on a social level and be able to chat with 

them about the different and the same 

challenges that face us as goat breeders at 

the opposite ends of the world. 
 

Saturday was a day off for the judge, so 

this saw me as a tourist, taking in the 

sights and spectacles of Darling Harbour. 

There is an excellent public ferry service 

around the harbour which takes you all 

around some of the sights that we know 

so well, in particular the Sydney Opera 

House; there it is just as we see it in pho-

tographs and on the TV. This was the one 

evening I really treated myself to a fabu-

lous meal at a beautiful harbour side res-

taurant; well I was on a day off on a 

working trip after all!! 
 

Sunday saw my last day of judging, a 

highlight of this was the junior judging 

competition. The Sydney show takes 

involvement of the young very seriously 

and the junior judging competitions are a 

very important part of the show. They are 

highly organised and I really enjoyed 

being involved in this one. The children 

did themselves proud, and I was really 

impressed with the skill and knowledge 

displayed by the winners. 
 

The dairy goats left the show on Sunday 

afternoon, so I enjoyed the spectator 

sport of watching the goats being loaded 

for home, and I reflected how my enjoy-

able judging engagement had flown by 

and was now completed. 
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ASHDENE HERD DIARYASHDENE HERD DIARY  

While at the show I had met up with a 

South African Goat breeder, Walter Cur-

lewis. Walter is manager of a large com-

mercial goat farm not far out of Cape 

Town, and he also keeps a herd of about 

20 of his own good quality British Al-

pines. I still had a couple of free days in 

Sydney, so we decided to make a small 

tour of some Australian goat keepers. 

We hired a car, and on Tuesday morning 

we drove to Singleton, in the Hunter 

Valley, were we visited Alex Berry and 

his family. Alex has about 250 goats of 

mixed breeds and produces milk which 

is collected twice a week by a cheese 

maker. Like many people in the UK, the 

Berry’s took up goat keeping to diver-

sify after years of running a large and 

successful dairy cow herd. 
 

After leaving the Berry’s farm rather 

later than we intended we drove up to 

Tamworth and stayed at a nice Motel, 

then the following morning drove to 

Baan Baa, to visit Lesley MacDowell. 

Lesley keeps about 25 goats, British 

Alpine, Anglo Nubian, Saanen and Me-

laan. She had some very nice type BAs, 

tall and rangy, much the type preferred 

by UK breeders. 
 

After that we set off to visit an Anglo 

Nubian breeder located not far from the 

East coast. However on this part of the 

trip we rather showed our naivety as 

tourists in a foreign land! The road took 

us through a thick forest area, which was 

a very steep mountainous area, and a 

series of zig-zag hair pin bends. All we 

could see was forest as far as the eye 

could see, and from the side of the road 

sheer drops seemingly hundreds of me-

tres deep! This went on for many miles, 

and there was no sign of any other life 

apart from the odd dead kangaroo on the 

side of the road. There were no build-

ings, no other vehicles on the road; we 

had no map with us, relying entirely on 

the sat nav that came with the hire car, 

and neither of as had any signal on our 

mobile phones. It started to rain and the 

light started to go as the afternoon went 

on; I realised that we had set off on a 

rather foolish journey! 
 

Eventually, at about 8pm. we finally hit 

the Pacific Highway, which is the main 

motorway running down the East Coast; 

it was a very welcome sight! After trav-

elling part of the way towards Sydney 

we checked into a motel and enjoyed 

recounting the adventure we had just 

had! 
 

The next morning we finished the jour-

ney to Sydney, I said goodbye to Walter 

and caught the internal flight back to 

Ballina to spend the last few days of my 

holiday with my sister and brother in 

law. On my last afternoon we drove 

back to Brisbane and spent a very pleas-

ant afternoon with Dulcie and Brian 

Richards. The Richards live in Bridge-

man Downs on the outskirts of Brisbane. 

Their property is a 5 acre haven where 

they are fiercely fighting off ever en-

croaching builders and land developers. 

Dulcie has been a member of the BGS 

since the 1950s, and breeds the famous 

Glen Warri herd of Saanens. Here we 

saw goat keeping at its very best. The 

goats have big airy sheds, free range 
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RROYALOYAL  SSYDNEYYDNEY  EEASTERASTER  SSHOWHOW  

Above: Best of Breed and Reserve Australian Melaans; Banfield Park Serenity and  Sherralee Pizazz 

 

Below: Supreme and Reserve Supreme Champion; Osory Serenah and Osory Candelabrum 
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RROYALOYAL  SSYDNEYYDNEY  EEASTERASTER  SSHOWHOW  

Above: Nick Parr with Dulcie and Brian Richards, Brisbane April 2012 

Below: Junior Judging Competition, Sydney Royal Easter Show 2012.  

Pictured (LtoR standing): 3rd Rachel McKenzie, 1st Lachlan Hatton, 3rd Kerraleigh McGregor, Judge Nick Parr 
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over some lovely well tended paddocks, 

soft stem leafy lucerne hay ad lib, plus 

home grown branches on tap. Dulcie has 

cultivated Bauhinia and Wattle bushes 

especially for cut branches for the goats, 

and they all enjoy a large bundle of these 

every day. One thing that caught my eye 

was a very big thick snake wrapped 

round a beam in the feed store!!! I had to 

keep my alarm under control as Dulcie 

assured me it was perfectly safe and very 

effective at rodent control. 
 

This was the final part of my visit to 

Australia, and at 1 a.m. I was on the first 

flight on the journey home. By now I was 

very keen to get back and see the goats 

and especially the kids that I had not yet 

seen. 
Nick Parr 
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RAW MILK 

T he Foods Standards Agency (FSA)

has produced a paper for consid-

eration by their board, and as a basis for 

a future consultation on the marketing of 

raw milk from goats. sheep and buffa-

loes. 

It can be accessed on:  

http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/

pdfs/board/fsa120305.pdf 

 

This is not in itself a consultation paper, 

that will follow. It seems to suggest 

bringing things into line with the pro-

duction of raw milk from cows, with 

very similar safeguards.  It will not ap-

ply in Scotland where the sale of unpas-

teurised milk from any species is 

banned. However, it WILL apply to 

Wales.  The common thread seems to be 

that while the FSA considers that there 

are extra risks in drinking unpasteurised 

milk, they also believe that the public 

should be able to drink raw milk if they 

choose to do so, but that choice should 

perhaps be more “Informed” than hith-

erto to use the current jargon.  At the 

same time, the point is made that the 

proposed tightening of the rules are ex-

pected not just to protect the public, but 

in fact to give the public greater confi-

dence that if they wish to consume un-

pasteurised milk from goats, then it as 

safe as reasonably possible. That could 

be a very useful “Plus”. The consultation 

will not affect the production of butter, 

cheese, or Yoghurt from unpasteurised 

milk as the paper specifically states that 

the processes of producing them in 

themselves greatly reduce any possible 

risk. Those of you with a direct interest 

BGS FBGS FORUMORUM  

D orset Borough Council are using 

Feral goats to graze gorse and other 

vegetation on stretch of sloping cliffs 

near Bournemouth. 
 

The goats are in a fenced enclosure with 

shelter and are expected to be used on 

larger areas of the cliffs eventually. 
 

The Borough Council also use Shetland 

cattle and Exmoor ponies on other areas 

in their parks. 

www.bournemouth.gov.uk/

LeisureCultureLibraries/Parks/

Bournemouths-Countryside/

LocalNatureReserves/

leGrazingandManagement/

CattleGrazingandManagement.aspx 

GGRAZINGRAZING  GGOATSOATS  

http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/board/fsa120305.pdf
http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/board/fsa120305.pdf


British Goat Society Monthly Journal June 2012 

129  

will find this document a very useful 

briefing. If on reading it any of you have 

particular concerns do please let me 

know so that when the time comes we 

can take them into account. If you may 

be affected, have a look at what is a very 

readable paper, and be aware. 
 

TUBERCULOSIS 
Not immediately a concern for goat-

keepers, but this may have some bearing 

on how TB in goats is treated in the long 

run, is the news that 60 cattle have been 

put down as TB reactors at a farm near 

Bathgate in West Lothian. Reports do 

not say how many cattle there is alto-

gether on this farm, but the disturbing 

thing is that it is a closed dairy herd, on 

a 4 year testing cycle, and in which no 

animal had been added from any outside 

source since 1988.  It goes without say-

ing that investigations into the source of 

the problem are on-going, and  depend-

ing on what is found could have consid-

erable implications for TB control policy 

overall in the future. 
 

CLOUDBURSTS 
Not a prayer for an end to the drought, 

but a request for help. Andrew Button, is 

a student at Cambridge University vet 

school, and is considering doing his stu-

dent project on Cloudburst in goats.  

What he would like to do is to look at 

incidence in goats and look at other pos-

sible factors.  I will forward to you an E 

mail from him to Jane Wilson, BGS 

Secretary, which has passed to me. 

Please contact Andrew direct if you can 

help.  This is a subject which continues 

to be of interest to all of us. 
 

KID WON’T FEED 
Dear all, a quick question: has anyone 

encountered an otherwise perfectly 

healthy kid who has never shown any 

interest in taking milk from a bottle? She 

just refuses to take the bottle, despite 

much time spent trying to persuade, and 

won't drink from a bucket. We've been 

tube feeding her, or squeezing a bottle 

into her, for more than a couple of weeks 

now. Other than being on milk hunger 

strike, she nibbles hay, and is a very ac-

tive, normal looking and behaving three 

week old kid. Any thoughts gratefully 

received; in the absence of which, it 

looks like tubing until weaning! Many 

thanks. Will Atkinson. 
 

Hi, yes we had one, almost starved to 

death...literally, lost lots of weight, but 

finally after four weeks, she had a 

'eureka'  moment...'so that’s what I am 

meant to do!' She is now bigger than her 

sister who had no problem! 

No sucking reflex when you put the teat 

in her mouth? Sometimes they can be 

slow to catch on but after two weeks 

sounds like she's determined not to bottle 

feed. The sucking reflex is strongest just 

after birth and I know many will give 

kids their very first drink from a bottle. 

That gets them used to the taste of the 

teat and ensures they get the essential 

colostrum. I used to sit (on a wooden tea 

chest) with the kid between my knees. So 

it couldn't move backwards. Then hold 

one hand under the jaw and the bottle 

with the other. If that didn't work I'd put 

my hand over the top of the nose with a 

finger either side until the kid latched on. 

Best of luck! 
 

BGS FBGS FORUMORUM  
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BGS FBGS FORUMORUM  

and he is so bright and loving!  I will try 

the warm cloth though it might just be 

the encouragement he needs! 

I wouldn't tube feed a kid/lamb for a 

long period of time, as it will possibly 

cause damage to her throat.  Also the 

tube will get too small soon? I would 

continue to dribble milk into her, and 

encourage her to eat calf mix as soon as 

possible. Also squeezing the teat gently 

and if she has her mouth open squeeze 

that shut gently may all just help. Are 

you feeding milk replacer or goats milk? 

Does she actually spit it out (in which 

case she doesn't like the taste of it) or 

has just not got any sucking reflex? I 

have just had a lamb that refused to bot-

tle (spare triplet) for about a week, as 

she had been on her mum for a week, 

but then a couple of days ago she just 

clicked! Hope you can find a way to get 

her to take milk. 

Christine Ball 

BGS FBGS FORUMORUM  

Years ago, I had a set of triplet does.... 

the littlest one refused to suck... and the 

only way we could get milk into her was 

by syringing it into her cc by cc.....  

which we did for a couple weeks. She 

had, however, begun eating hay from 

almost her first day and started taking 

free-choice calf starter before any of the 

others...... 

In the end, she grew more slowly, and 

was freshened as a two year old....  and 

turned out better than either of her litter-

mate sisters.... becoming a Grand Cham-

pion at 4, and the dam and grand dam of 

a number of EX appraised Permanent 

Grand Champions... She was a very com-

pact and correct doe from a very long-

lived bloodline..... She eventually went 

into a pet home, after about 6 years, as 

companion to a horse and lived to her 

late teens. 

Another easy way to stimulate the suck-

ing reflex is to use a warm damp cloth on 

the kid's naughty bits. That is what the 

mother does as he sucks the first few 

times and hum to it like the female does, 

as you do this. It is amazing how well 

this works! 
 

This has been really interesting I have 

exactly the same problem with a set of 

triplets Anglo Nubians just over a week 

old, the girl and one boy suck brilliantly 

and one little boy takes “just enough” not 

to die I am sure, nowhere near the quan-

tity of his brother and sister, I have been 

holding him as Christine says but it is 

like a fight to get milk into him, he again 

seems to eat hay already and picks 

through the course mix.  He must be get-

ting something as he is still here with us 

Available from the BGS  

Office On request 
  

BGS Rules & Regulations 

Service Certificate Books 

Notes on Registrations 

Registration Forms 

Prefix Application Forms 

Transfer Forms 

CAE Monitored Herd Rules 

CAE Monitored Herd Forms 

Herd Register Forms 

BGS Milk Recording Manual © 
  

Please ask for details 

T/F: 01434 240 866 

E: secretary@allgoats.com 
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COLOURCOLOUR  

 
 

  

AATS  
Ardross  

Animal  

Transport  

Services 

 

 All animal transport movements including Pets to Vets, 

To Shows, and any premises for whatever reason.  

A friendly, caring service with over 30yrs of animal 

keeping inc. dogs, horses, cats and Dairy Goats. 

All types of animals catered for with exception of large 

horses. Whatever shape or size. Van and or Trailer  

service provided 24hr service whatever you or your  

animals need within the United Kingdom 

Competitive rates Call Gordon for a quotation 

Tel: 01491 681619  

Mob: 07768 360331 

Email: ardross@live.co.uk  

SVS approved & City 

&Guild Qualified 
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The Prince of Wales, the Archbishops of 

Canterbury and York, Joanna Lumley, 

Robert Lindsay, David Suchet, Eamonn 

Holmes, Chris Tarrant and Tamzin 

Outhwaite - and many more - have come 

together to help children living in re-

mote villages. You will astounded at the 

talent of your favourite people! 
 

We are asking for a minimum donation 

of £20 per book. (Just £22 buys a goat 

and a goat means a child can drink milk 

every single day!)  

 

Every penny raised will go to help the 

children of Darfur. For More infor-

mation go to: http://

www.kidsforkids.org.uk/documents/

DRAWNTODARFUR-

BookOrderFormFINAL_000.pdf 

DRAWN to DARFUR  

C elebrities have been DRAWING 

FOR DARFUR to say they care 

about the children of Darfur. They are 

asking you to show you care too! 

Drawn...to Darfur is a special edition 

book of drawings, paintings, lithographs, 

doodles and sketches, - and simple hearts 

and autographs - by famous people, to 

help the children of Darfur. These are the 

invisible children in the villages who 

have never had a toy, or a book or even a 

blanket. Drawn...to Darfur also contains 

the story of Kids for Kids, with unique 

photographs from Darfur of the help we 

are giving to families living in one of the 

most inaccessible regions of the world.  
 

Show you care and help a child in Darfur 

by buying a Book and helping a Child!  

Darfur is isolated geographically, eco-

nomically, and politically - but it is not 

forgotten! Some of our most famous and 

best loved celebrities, including H.R.H. 

KKIDSIDS  FFOROR  KKIDSIDS  



British Goat Society Monthly Journal June 2012 

133  

JOY GJOY GOATOAT  DEVELOPEMENTDEVELOPEMENT  

Training on Goat Care 

Most Ugandans have a basic working 

knowledge of goats and how to care for 

them.  However, this can lead to over-

confidence with the improved breeds, 

so training is needed in specific areas. 

Any goat which is growing faster or 

producing more milk than local goats 

will need more and better feed.  

Because of the danger of disease, the 

high-grade males need to be housed 

instead of grazing freely. This is not 

critical for the cross-bred offspring, but 

is still helpful. 

Breeders’ Groups 

Male goats are distributed for breeding 

with local goats 
Many of these have been sponsored by 

groups and individuals.  

Training is provided on goat care 
The bucks are moved between villages 

to avoid in-breeding 

Training is provided on record keeping 

Breeders’ groups are formed for long-

term breeding plans. 

 

http://www.joygoats.org.uk/

activities.html 

http://www.joygoats.org.uk/sponsorship.html
http://www.joygoats.org.uk/breeders_groups.html
http://www.joygoats.org.uk/selection.html
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SHOW UPDATESSHOW UPDATES  

NATIONAL BREEDS SHOW & NOTTS MALE & FEMALE SHOWNATIONAL BREEDS SHOW & NOTTS MALE & FEMALE SHOW  

BOTH SHOWS ARE BRITISH GOAT SOCIETY – ‘A’ AWARD STATUS 

30TH JUNE & 1ST JULY 2012 

BACK TO BACK SHOWS AT NEWARK SHOWGROUND, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
 

Excellent Venue. First Class Facilities. Within easy reach of Motorway Network 
Chief Steward – Vicki Hardy 
 

Male & Female Show – Secretary Vicki Hardy, 1 Cottage Ashfield School Sutton 

Road, Kirkby in Ashfield, Nottinghamshire NG21 HR. Tel: 01623 555155  

or 07932643795 Email: kinmeaherd@btinternet.com 

Judge: Mr Roy Parkin (male & female show) 
 

Schedules: Breed Shows please contact breed societies 
 

Saturday night 30th June we are having an Evening Buffet 

£5.00 per head includes Beef and Pork Rolls, salad and relishes. 

Booking Essential 

Contact Vicki Hardy for details 
 

 

DIAMOND JUBILEE SPECIAL PRIZES 

Saturday 30th June 

Winner of the Male and Female Pairs £200 
Best Pair of same HB Section goatlings £50 
Best Pair of same HB Section female kids £50 
Best Pair of same HB Section opposite sex kids £50 
Best Pair of same HB section buckling and goatling £50 
Highest yield given by any goat present on the day £25 
 

Sunday 1st July  
BIS £50 
Reserve BIS £25 
Best Goatling £25 
Best Kid either sex £25 
Best Male £25 

mailto:kinmeaherd@btinternet.com
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PPREMIUMREMIUM  GGOATOAT  BBALANCERALANCER  

T he start of 2012 saw the launch of a 

new mineral product exclusively 

for goats from the Denis Brinicombe 

Group. Extensively trialled in 2011, 

Premium Goat Balancer is formulated to 

benefit all breeds and types of goat in-

cluding milking, Boer, Pygmies and the 

companion goat. 

  

Until now the vast majority of goat 

keepers have had to settle for second 

best by adopting products into their 

feeding regime that were originally for-

mulated for either sheep or cattle. This 

fact was not lost on a respected breeder 

of Anglo Nubian and Pure Saanen goats 

and as a result they approached the 

Denis Brinicombe Group in 2011 to 

propose formulating a product that ad-

dressed the unique metabolic require-

ments of goats to improve the choice in 

the marketplace.  

 

Receptive to the suggestion and concept, 

the company’s Technical Department 

assisted by James Brinicombe R&D 

Director worked on the project which 

has culminated in the commercial launch 

of this new goat-specific nutritional 

product.  

 

Premium Goat Balancer is a concen-

trated formulation containing a complete 

spectrum of bio-available trace ele-

ments, vitamins, minerals with the im-

portant inclusion of Omega-3 oils along 

with several unique ingredients known 

to improve overall health and well-

being. This combination can not only 

help increase growth rates in kids and 

goatlings but also have a positive impact 

on performance in both milk & meat pro-

duction and trials across a diverse range 

of situations have shown unprecedented 

results. 

 

Reports of increased milk yield as well as 

an improved butterfat percentage were 

commonplace and towards the autumn 

when milk yields are generally expected 

to drop, levels were maintained with re-

sults from milk recorded herds substanti-

ating the claim.  

 

Further trial feedback has shown dra-

matic improvement in skin and coat con-

dition, tan coloured goats have emerged 

as black and white with feet and hoof 

issues also being resolved. Fertility was 

improved with less goats returning to 

heat and adult males who normally lose 

weight during the rut have also benefited 

by holding condition in herds who took 

part in the early trials.  

 

If you have any further questions on Pre-

mium Goat Balancer or wish to place an 

order please call Kym Moore, Customer 

Support Supervisor on 01363 778792 

 

Kim Moore 
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Transport for Goats 

Livestock, Small and Pet Animals 

Birds and Poultry, Equines 

Throughout UK / Ireland / Europe 

Airfreight to the rest of the world 

Tel: 01483 200123 Mob: 07736 251 800 

Email: animalcouriers@aol.com  
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Classified AdvertsClassified Adverts  

FOR SALE 

TOGGENBURG kids female 

born early April 2012 

Sire Linray Angus T.005774D 

Dam Poundroll Cinamon T.005930D 

CAE tested, disbudded, vaccinated 

Phone: 01422 842801 

Email: carolk@orangehome.co.uk 

 

______________________________ 

 

FOR SALE  

DUE TO HERD REDUCTION. 

Herd Book Male: Mineshop Milton 

HB075402D DOB.27/03/09. 

He has sired some very nice 1st kidders 

and youngstock that have shown well. 

DAM: HB072624D DE RM146 Mine-

shop Melianthus*6 

SIRE: BS041050D §204/226 Kims 

Pegasus 

 

Also Buckling, Goatlings and male and 

female kids all from High Yielding 

Dams. 

 

Buckling: Ardross Alxsara BS042850D 

Dam R177 Ardross Xsara* 

Currently producing 6kgs running 

through Sire Mineshop Milton 

 

CAE Whole Herd Negative Tested 

Scrapie Monitored 

 

Contact: Gordon George,  

Tel 01491 681 619  07768360331 

Email: ardross@live.co.uk 

 

 

FOR SALE 

The Morlaid Herd has for sale,  

Stunning male kids from renowned show 

and milk recording lines. 
 

Morlais Nadu (dob) 18/02/2012 by Kli-

mova Kriel x Tyegronnen Iindia (fawn 

with dark points) 
 

Morlais Nutella (dob) 19/02/2012 by 

Klimova Kriel x Daycroft Icecream 

(black with snowflake ears) 
 

Morlais Nashik (dob) 19/02/2012) by 

Klimova Kriel x Daycroft Icecream 

(black with snowflake ears, muzzle and 

tail) 
 

All of the above are show quality kids, 

well grown and ready to go on! 
 

For more details and photos please  

Contact: Garethe El Tawab,  

email: garetheeltawab@yahoo.co.uk 

or phone 01554 810 064 
 

 

 

 

FOR SALE 

Winkwell Rare Breeds has for Sale 

Golden Guernsey male kid.  

Born early May. Sire: Gellisaf Medlar (3 

BCC’s) 

 

Bagot male & female kids 

Born early April 

Sire: Farmcraft Thomas 

Available at weaning. 

 

Contact Jane Wilson 

Tel: 01434 240 435 

Email: jane.winkwell@gmail.com 

 

mailto:carolk@orangehome.co.uk
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Schmallenberg Virus 

For the latest updates 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/

ahvla/2012/06/06/6-june-schmallenberg-

virus-further-update-on-gb-testing-

results/ 

 

GOVERNMENT AGRICULTURAL  

WEBSITES 
 

EIRE 

http://agriculture.gov.ie 
 

England 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm 
 

Northern Ireland 

http://www.darni.gov.uk/index/

fisheries-farming-and-food.htm 
 

Scotland 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/

Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture 
 

Wales 

http://www.wales.gov.uk/

environmentandcountryside 
 

 

EAR TAG MANUFACTURERS 
 

Dalton Livestock: www.dalton.co.uk 

Symtag: www.symtag.co.uk 

Allflex: www.allflex.co.uk 

Fearing: www.fearing.co.uk 

 

UUSEFULSEFUL  WWEBSITESEBSITES  

http://www.wales.gov.uk/environmentandcountryside
http://www.wales.gov.uk/environmentandcountryside
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